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Aug. 26: Three police were killed during an attack by Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels at
Encanada, Cajamarca department, located 800 km. north of Lima. Rebels used hand grenades and
homemade bombs to destroy the police station, the governor's residence, and the local telephone
company office. Aug. 27: Oil workers began repairs on Peru's principal petroleum pipeline, which
had been bombed by rebels a few days earlier. According to police, the explosion occurred in an
isolated region at km. 701 of the pipeline, about 750 km. north of Lima in Lambayeque department.
The 856 km.-long pipeline links the Pacific coast Bayovar port with oil fields in the northern
jungle area operated by the state-run PetroPeru, and the US company Occidental Petroleum.
Spokespersons for public security forces said the identity of the rebels responsible for the pipeline
sabotage was unclear. Both Sendero Luminoso and the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA) are active in northern Peru. The bombing of the pipeline was described as the most severe
sabotage incident during the past 11 years of rebel activity. According to an article published in
the Lima daily newspaper Expreso, Sendero Luminoso rebels launched an attack on Aug. 22 at a
farm near Tocache, San Martin department. The death toll included two adults, their four children,
and an agricultural worker. Daily newspaper Universal reported that at least eight soldiers and
seven civilians were killed in an Aug. 24 rebel ambush of a boat traveling on the Huallaga River,
San Martin department. On Aug. 25, the government lifted the four-year state of emergency in San
Martin and Huanuco departments. In the wake of the most recent attacks, the state of emergency
was reimposed for a 60-day period, beginning Aug. 27. Currently, a state of emergency is in effect for
about 37% of national territory, covering nearly 60% of the population. Aug 28: Military authorities
handed over rifles to about 300 militia members pertaining to the Ashaninka ethnic group, in Satipo,
Junin department. The weapons are to be used for self-defense against rebel attack. According to
military sources, although the program of providing weapons to civilian militias in areas of rebel
activity has been in place since April, the event marked the first time weapons were turned over
to indigenous persons residing in the jungle. The armed forces plan to eventually arm about 2,800
Ashaninka. Unknown assailants hurled a bomb into Lima's wholesale produce market, killing
an elderly man. Aug. 29: According to reports broadcast on local television, 15 rebels were killed
and two police wounded in an unsuccessful attempt by about 300 Sendero Luminoso rebels to
occupy the police station in Cordova, Huancavelica department. Military officials told reporters
that three soldiers and an undetermined number of rebels were killed in an Aug. 28 clash near
Puerto Cangrejo, San Martin department. Also in San Martin, rebel actions resulted in the death
of two civilians in the towns of Cahuide and Sachavaca-Palo de Acero. Peruvian Defense Minister
Gen. Jorge Torres declared announced that soldiers and police will offer special protection to
Peruvian and foreign priests. Since the beginning of the month, Sendero Luminoso rebels had
killed three foreign priests. A powerful bomb exploded in downtown Lima just two blocks from the
Plaza de Armas, where the presidential palace is located. The explosion, suspected to be the work
of Sendero Luminoso rebels, killed one pedestrian and injured another four. In Lima, one rebel
and one police officer were killed in an early morning shoot-out. The clash occurred when three
rebels opened fire on a police patrol unit which had attempted to apprehend them. The other two
rebels managed to escape. Aug 31: In statements published in Lima daily newspaper La Republica,
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Cesar Fernandez Arce, president of the Supreme Court, said the government should consider
instituting the death penalty for rebels convicted of killing civilians. The Peruvian constitution
currently prohibits the death penalty, except in cases of high treason. Constitutional reforms require
the approval of two successive legislatures. Sept. 1: Journalist Magno Sosa, correspondent for SI
magazine in the city of Ayachucho, was released from detention on grounds of insufficient evidence
to warrant a trial. Magno was held for seven days by the Anti-terrorist Directorate (DIRCOTE) after
his name appeared on a list of 92 people described as members of Sendero Luminoso by a prisoner.
According to SI magazine, the judge ordered Sosa's release after corroborating that the informant
had reported the names as a result of torture applied by DIRCOTE agents. Following publication of
a series of his articles on violence in Ayacucho, considered a Sendero Luminoso stronghold, Sosa
denounced that he had received death threats from terrorist organizations, presumably affiliated
with the ultra-right. Sosa's subsequent detention by DIRCOTE was denounced by the Interamerican
Press Society (SIP). Police reported that six rebels shot and killed Adm. Jorge Novoa, former director
of the Peruvian Navy's intelligence service, outside his home in Lima. Novoa is the highest ranking
officer killed by Sendero Luminoso rebels in the past 11 years. Police in the city of Ayachucho
reported that a local high school teacher had been shot in the head by rebels. According to police
sources, a Sendero Luminoso raid in the Lima port of Callao resulted in the death of the local
coordinator of a government food aid program for the poor. Many such programs have been forced
to close down following death threats from Sendero Luminoso. Program employees are accused
by the rebels of collaborating with the government. Sept. 2: At least six civilian militia members
("rondas campesinas") were seriously wounded during a clash with rebels near Rosario, 100 km.
northeast of Ayacucho. Police told reporters that seven rebels stormed a Lima mattress factory
and then set fire to the installation. Sept. 3: Two police officers were killed and a third seriously
wounded during an ambush by Sendero Luminoso rebels in Barranca, 180 km. north of Lima. The
vehicle in which the police were traveling was targeted with machine gun fire and hand grenades.
Sept. 4: Three Sendero Luminoso rebels shot to death a university professor as she was leaving
her home in Chosica, about 30 km. east of Lima. Leaflets left at the scene by the rebels said the
professor had been killed because she collaborated with the armed forces. In Ambar, 230 km.
northeast of Lima, two campesinos who had been actively attempting to establish a civilian selfdefense militia, were captured by rebels, subjected to a Sendero Luminoso "juicio popular," and
then taken to the outskirts of town and executed. Two years ago, rebels stormed the same town,
executed 20 campesinos, and expelled all government officials, including the police. Military sources
told reporters that a bomb placed in a car parked outside the Ministry of Defense was successfully
deactivated. The occupants of the vehicle fled when a soldier on guard duty at the ministry fired
a warning shot in the air. Dynamite, hand grenades, automatic weapons and ammunition were
also found in the vehicle. Sept. 6: According to a communique by the armed forces joint chiefs of
staff, four adults were assassinated, an undetermined number of persons wounded, and several
children abducted by Sendero Luminoso rebels in the village of Calicanto, Ayacucho department,
located about 550 km. southeast of Lima. In addition, the rebels suffered an undetermined number
of casualties. Abducted children are reportedly immediately transformed into guerrillas. Since
the establishment of Sendero Luminoso 11 years ago, Ayacucho residents have denounced this
"rebel practice." About 300 soldiers searched the homes of the Raucana slum in Lima in an attempt
to locate evidence of Sendero Luminoso rebel presence, e.g., subversive propaganda, weapons,
dynamite, and red flags. No incriminating items were found during the search. Sen. Enrique
Bernales, chair of a congressional pacification committee, reported that 397 persons died in political
violence during the month of August, for an average of 17 per day. Since Jan. 1, 2,017 people have
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died result of political violence. The August death toll, said Bernales, included about 80 members of
the public security forces. Estimated material damage during the month totaled $10 million. The July
death toll came to 215. Daily newspaper El Peruano reported that about 2,000 persons were enslaved
by Sendero Luminoso over a five-year period to plant and harvest crops in the Boca del Mantaro
jungle area of Ayacucho department. The report said men, women and children were forced to work
on coffee and cacao plantations in sub-human conditions. The work camps were discovered during a
raid on Aug. 29 by about 5,000 civilian militia members supported by the army. The rescued victims
were taken to the village of Valle Esmeralda. Local officials requested assistance by physicians and
paramedics to treat numerous cases of malaria, skin ulcers, and other jungle-specific diseases. (Basic
data from EFE, 08/26-29/91, 08/31/91, 09/01/91, 09/02/91, 09/06/91; AFP, 08/31/91, 09/03/91, 09/05/91,
09/06/91; AP, 08/27/91; Prensa Latina, 08/31/91; Xinhua, 09/04/91)
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